Acknowledgement of Country

Executive Summary

The Ripple Project acknowledges the traditional custodians of the lands and waters
throughout Australia. We pay our respects to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cultures,
and to Elders past, present and future.

Throughout the challenges and uncertainties of
the past two years, one truth is evident. The world
and what happens in it are inextricably connected
and the ripple effects of the COVID-19 pandemic,
felt in every corner of the globe, are testament
to this.

rising for the first time in more than 20 years
and Australian aid is falling short, right when it is
needed most.
And so we find ourselves at a turning point. We
can let the development gains of the last 50 years
slip away – or we can harness this once-in-ageneration opportunity for change.

The same is true for the many other challenges
humankind faces at this very moment.

The Ripple Project
The Ripple Project is a community of Australians who are passionate about creating a
more peaceful, just and equitable world for everyone, and believe that Australia has a
responsibility to contribute to that world, through the ripple effects of Australian aid.
The campaign was formed through the Australian Council for International Development
(ACFID), is led by a united group of ACFID members and supported by Micah Australia.
Authorised by Marc Purcell, ACFID, Deakin.
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have increased their harvest and found new livelihood opportunities. Photo: Oxfam
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The need for collaborative global efforts aimed
at addressing and recovering from these
challenges has never been greater – but a more
peaceful, just and equitable world is possible, if
we all play our part.

More than 10 million people in our region have
been pushed into poverty by the COVID-19
pandemic, which has exposed the fragility of
health care systems and social safety nets, and
created secondary impacts worse than the
pandemic itself. Marginalised people, such as
women, people with a disability and children,
have been hardest hit.

We know the ripple effects of Australian aid.
Every time we contribute Australian aid in a
neighbouring country it creates a long-term,
sustainable and enduring impact for communities
and individuals. It supports people to change
their lives.

By the end of 2020, 82.4 million people globally
had been forced to flee their homes and recent
trends indicate that climate related disasters
accounted for more internal displacement than
conflict, violence or persecution, deepening
poverty and inequality.

Building a primary school means a child gets an
education, and creates a better future for their
entire family. Building a road means people can
more easily get from A to B, allowing them to
travel for school and work, and build an economy.
Supporting climate activists with resources means
they can put their knowledge into practice, to
educate, lead and develop more sustainable
communities. And empowering women and girls
to know their rights and pursue gender equality
supports them to access opportunities today, and
means their daughters benefit tomorrow.

And that’s not counting those who have been
displaced since then – in Ukraine alone, 4.2
million people have fled across borders to escape
the ongoing conflict that began in February
this year.
But there is hope.
Through it all, and despite our own hardships,
Australians have shown solidarity with our global
community. We’ve stepped up and lent our skills,
knowledge and expertise to help our closest
neighbours in the Pacific in combatting the spread
of COVID-19. We’ve shared resources and funds
with the people of Ukraine as they come to terms
with mass displacement and loss, and we’ve
provided support and assistance in the Horn of
Africa, where families on the brink of famine are
facing a food crisis of epic proportions.

Every small contribution we make has an everexpanding ripple effect. Imagine what we could
achieve in our region if we did even more.
By committing to long-term investment in
international development and humanitarian
assistance, Australia can step up and play a vital
role in creating that more peaceful, just and
equitable world for everyone. Together we can
grow those ripples into real and long-lasting
change for all of humanity.

Australia’s international development assistance
is effective, impactful and important, and as a
country, we have the potential to play a vital role
in responding to escalating humanitarian crises
and ensuring that communities around the globe,
and in our region, have a sustainable pathway out
of poverty to prosperity.

This report demonstrates the ripple effects
of Australian aid across six areas of impact –
humanitarian response, gender equality, climate,
education, health, disability inclusion, and food
security – and highlights the opportunity to create
a better, safer and more stable world for everyone
with Australian aid.

But at this very moment, extreme poverty is
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The ripple effects of Australian aid
For every direct benefit aid has for an individual, it also catalyses an
ever-expanding ripple of outward impact that transcends families and
communities, and the individual’s lifetime.

Recommendations for
transformative change
• Australian international development must be elevated to
the heart of Australia’s foreign policy and statecraft, ensuring
all international development measures are contributing to
human development outcomes. These measures must be
centred upon marginalised people and communities.
• Both major parties must commit to rebuilding the Australian
development cooperation budget, including a floor for
Official Development Assistance (ODA) levels enshrined in
legislation and a budget trajectory that ensures levels reach
the UN target of 0.7 per cent of Gross National Income
(GNI) by 2030.

A mother of four from Cambodia, Thol’s life
has improved for the better since her sight
was restored with the support of Australian
aid. Photo: The Fred Hollows Foundation
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The Australian Government has provided
a total of $65 million AUD in humanitarian
funding to help meet the urgent needs of those
impacted by this unfolding crisis in Ukraine and
refugees in bordering countries. This includes
$2 million AUD being delivered through the
Emergency Action Alliance (EAA), a collective
of 15 Australian not-for-profit organisations
and ACFID members, working together in
humanitarian response and preparedness.

Humanitarian Response
AT PRESENT:
•

By the end of 2020, 82.4 million people were
forcibly displaced worldwide as a result of
persecution, conflict, violence, human rights
violations and events seriously disturbing
public order.

•

Children account for 30 per cent of the world’s
population, but an estimated 42 per cent of all
forcibly displaced people.

•

Since February 24th, more than six million
people have fled across Ukraine’s borders,
seeking refuge in neighbouring countries.

Through the Australian Humanitarian
Partnership Disaster READY program,
Australian aid is strengthening the ability
of local communities and organisations in
the Pacific to prepare for and respond to
crises. Overall, $50 million is being invested
(2017-2022) to build the capacity of local
organisations across the region to manage
disasters more effectively. This includes
ensuring that women, people with disabilities,
youth and children’s rights and needs are being
met in disaster preparedness and response at
all levels.

THE RIPPLES OF AUSTRALIAN AID:

Through Australian aid:

Australian aid supports vital humanitarian
assistance before, during and after
humanitarian crises. This includes during
disasters and protracted conflict, in the
immediate aftermath, as well as in long-term
recovery efforts that follow.

•

Disaster READY has directly benefited
more than 167,00 people, 4 years after
implementation (reaching 51% women,
3.16% people living with disability).

•

567 communities, 190 schools and 17
churches across Disaster READY countries,
to date, have new or updated disaster plans
in place.

•

In 2021, 165 communities and 136 schools
tested their disaster response plans through
simulations or in actual disasters.

•

A coordinated civil society response
to a number of disasters, including a
national response in Fiji and a major
responses to COVID-19, was possible
thanks to the strengthened disaster risk
management capacity of civil society,
through Disaster READY.

In sudden on-set emergencies like earthquakes,
floods, tsunamis and storms, preparedness,
planning and rapid response means more lives
are saved. In protracted crises and recovery the
provision of nutritious food, clean water and
other hygiene essentials enables families to
keep their children healthy.
The ripple effect of investing in humanitarian
preparedness and prevention in particular is a
greater ability to deal with the impacts
of disaster, and reduce the level of
humanitarian suffering, loss and damage
when disasters occur.

After fleeing the conflict in Ukraine
without a car, Julia, 5, and her family have
had to carry all their belongings. Photo:
Plan International Australia

humanitarian response to the situation in Ukraine and surrounds. The response will take place over
12 months, with a significant focus on the protection of women, children and people with disability,
focusing on regions where refugees are crossing borders from the Ukraine into Moldova and Romania.
Child-Friendly Spaces and Women, Adolescent, and Young Child Spaces will also be established,
and will provide medical, psychosocial and emergency education support to refugees, as well as
connections with protection and violence referral services. Children will also be provided with learning
kits to support their education.

STORIES OF CHANGE:
Responding in Ukraine
Since February 24th, more than six million people have fled across Ukraine’s borders, seeking refuge
in neighbouring countries. The humanitarian crisis is escalating by the hour, with the ongoing conflict
seeing countless lives, homes and childhoods uprooted, and in some cases, lost forever. As of April 29,
the United Nations reported 2345 deaths – 177 of those were children.

Another element of the response will utilise a decentralised and mobile approach to deliver health,
psychosocial support, child protection, gender-based violence and water, sanitation and hygiene
services to affected populations in the areas around Odessa and at nearby transit centres across the
Romanian border, focusing services on women, children, adolescents, the elderly, and people with
disabilities.

Through Australian-aid, a number of organisations have joined forces to carry out a coordinated
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Gender Equality

Thuy and her daughter take care
of the swans procured through
the Australian aid supported
livelihood program. Photo: Plan
International Australia

AT PRESENT:
•

12 million girls are forced into child marriage
every year.

•

More than 130 million girls around the world
are not in school.

•

Gender inequality is a major cause and effect
of hunger and poverty: it is estimated that
60 percent of chronically hungry people are
women and girls.

•

Data from 68 countries indicates that
a woman’s education is a key factor in
determining a child’s survival.

STORIES OF CHANGE:
Girls’ education and training in Vietnam’s
ethnic minority communities
In Vietnam, economic hardship amongst
families from ethnic minorities often sees
girls forced to give up their education, in
favour of what can seem like the only option
to alleviate it – marriage. While this is a
complex issue to address, education can
provide a pathway out of poverty, to better
career opportunities, healthier decisions and
more freedom for girls to pursue
their dreams.
Through an Australian aid-supported
livelihood activity, girls and young women
from ethnic minority communities across five
rural provinces in northern Vietnam are being
supported to stay in school and pursue a
career path of their choosing, thus reducing
the risk of early or forced marriage.

THE RIPPLES OF AUSTRALIAN AID:
Greater community awareness around the
importance of gender equality sees daughters
given the same care and opportunities as sons.
When a girl is able to complete her secondary
education, she is more likely to marry later and
have a healthier family. A better understanding
of their rights helps girls and women to protect
themselves from exploitation and violence, and
access support when they need it. And women
and girls given equal access to opportunities can
go on to pursue their dreams and become leaders
in their communities.

The program seeks to empower women and
girls to support themselves financially with
meaningful work, and reduce the inequalities
they face because of their gender and
ethnicity, providing career guidance,
vocational training, and entrepreneurship
opportunities.
Thuy lives with her family in a mountainous
village in Vietnam’s Lai Chau province, and
was nominated by her village to take part in
the program. Together with young people
from across the community, she learnt all
about animal breeding techniques and
livestock models that are suitable for the
local context, and was supported to procure
20 black ducks and animal feed.

Through Australian aid:
•

1091 child marriages were prevented in
Bangladesh.

•

12,512 women were trained to take on
leadership roles at the community, provincial
and national levels in the Pacific.

•

64,262 women and children accessed crisis
support services, including counselling, health
and justice services.

With her new skills and resources, Thuy is
now able to generate an income by breeding
and selling the ducks and their eggs in the
local market.
“Before, I did not know how to increase
my family’s income,” says Thuy. “From this
activity, I hope it will ‘open the door’ for me
and my family to develop family economy,
increase income and improve daily meals in
the long term.”

This project is funded by the Department of
Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT), Australian
NGO Cooperation Program (ANCP), and
complemented with funds generously donated
by the Australian public.
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Thuy hopes other young women can benefit
from the program too.
“What I want more is that young women
in the village like me can generate income
and have economic autonomy in the family,
especially during the COVID-19 epidemic.”
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Terejinha standing behind the locallyconstructed gabion in front of her house.
Photo: Oxfam

Climate Change

STORIES OF CHANGE: Climate and disaster resilience in Timor-Leste
Terejinha lives in Timor-Leste’s Oecusse region, in a village where flooding from
the nearby river is common. “My house is very close to the river. It’s like five steps
away,” Terejinha says. “So it’s very risky during the rainy season.”

AT PRESENT:
•

Climate shocks destroy lives, crops and
livelihoods, undermine people’s ability to feed
themselves, and displaced 30 million from
their homes globally in 2020.

•

The adverse impacts of climate change and
environmental degradation is a key factor
causing large-scale movements of people.
Since 2009, an estimated one person every
second has been displaced by a disaster.

•

Climate change will force people into
increasing poverty and displacement,
exacerbating the factors that lead to
conflict, rendering both the humanitarian
needs and responses in such situations even
more complex.

Through an Australian aid-funded Disaster READY program designed to improve
the capacity of communities to cope by strengthening disaster preparedness,
Terejinha found an effective and inexpensive, low-tech solution.
Using free, locally sourced materials such as bamboo, sapling trunks and river
stones, villagers banded together to build gabion baskets, designed to create a
buffer between the raging river and Terejinha’s home. This method of building a
cage and filling it with rocks and similar material has been used to create flood
barriers and retaining walls since the days of Leonardo da Vinci.
While the barrier won’t stop a major flood, it will be enough to cope with the kinds
of flows produced during most rainy seasons. And that is enough to put Terejinha at
ease. “Now we feel safer with the gabions we built using local materials,” she said.
Terejinha is the perfect example of someone at risk from climate-related disasters
but who, with a little help from Australian aid, found herself in a much more
resilient position.

THE RIPPLES OF AUSTRALIAN AID:

Through Australian aid:

Across the globe, those who contribute the least
to climate change are bearing the worst of its
consequences.

•

When people on the frontlines of the climate crisis
are equipped with skills, knowledge and support,
they can better prepare themselves for extreme
weather events and disasters, and adapt to and
mitigate the impacts of climate change in their
communities.
Young people are already leading the climate
justice movement and when given the opportunity
to develop these skills, they can become the
scientists, politicians and economists we need for
a greener future.
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11,000 flood affected people across 15
communities in Vietnam’s Quang Tri province
received life-saving assistance to help maintain
hygiene and dignity during flood recovery.

•

Local communities in the Pacific were trained
in disaster preparedness, supporting them
to be safer and more resilient during cyclone
season.

•

The Regional Pacific Climate Change
Collaboration, Influencing and Learning
Project (PACCCIL) increased women’s
participation in climate campaign activities by
215% in 2020-21.

“Now we feel safer with the gabions
we built using local materials.”
- Terejinha, Timor-Leste

The AHP-Disaster Ready program is supported
by the Australian Humanitarian Partnership
and the Australian Government Department of
Foreign Affairs and Trade in Timor-Leste.
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Education

Community-based
learning centres like the
one Hujaima attends,
provide a secure and
COVID-safe, learning
environment for children.

AT PRESENT:
•

•

•

The future of one billion children around the
world is at risk and unless we get them back
in school again and find ways to remedy the
effects of the interruption, COVID-19 will
result in a huge setback for this generation.
By the end of 2021, school days lost were
well above 200. This prolonged interruption
in learning could have grave long lasting
effects, particularly in middle income and
poor countries.

THE RIPPLES OF AUSTRALIAN AID:
Education is one of our most powerful tools
for change. When a child is educated, the
ripples are felt for generations.

In late 2020, the World Bank estimated that a
7-month absence from schools would increase
the share of students in ‘learning poverty’
from 53 to 63 percent.

Enrolment in school protects girls from the
risks of child marriage and creates a support
network for children outside of the family.

Hujaima at the Early Childhood
Development learning centre in Teknaf Sadar
Union. Photo: Plan International Australia

Volunteers work with children in an Australian aid
supported Early Childhood Development learning
centre. Photo: Plan International Australia

STORIES OF CHANGE:
Improving access to education in the world’s largest refugee camp
Prior to the pandemic, access to education was already limited in Cox’s Bazar,
especially for those living in Rohingya refugee camps. But with daily COVID-19
infection rates reaching as high as 1 in 5 people, the government was forced to
impose a series of prolonged lockdowns in 2020 and 2021, which included the
extended closure of schools.

Education equips young people with the
skills and opportunities they need to forge
their own paths, make their own choices
and pursue their dreams, helping families to
break the cycle of poverty for a better future.

Through an Australian aid funded Education in Emergencies and Child Protection
program, 110 community-based learning centres have been established in Rohingya
camps and host communities since early 2021.

Through Australian aid:

Community-based learning centres, like the one Hujaima attends, provide a secure
and COVID-safe, learning environment for children aged three to five, and since
2021, 2764 children have been enrolled, and 344 children have graduated and since
been enrolled in mainstream schooling.

•

Students were able to stay connected,
engaged, and learning during COVID-19
school closure, through national
television broadcasts and innovative
methods including using basic feature
mobile phones, community radio, and
small community-based learning circles.

•

Children from 1,100 households in Laos
were supported to return to school
thanks to cash assistance during the
COVID-19 pandemic.

Hujaima has been attending an Early Childhood Development learning centre in
Teknaf Sadar Union, supported by Australian aid.

The Education in Emergencies project is
part of a three year program funded by
the Department of Foreign Affairs and
Trade through the Australian Humanitarian
Partnership (AHP).
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Health
AT PRESENT:
•

STORIES OF CHANGE:
COVID-19 prevention in Kiribati

As of May 17th, 2022, there have been 522
million COVID-19 cases and 6.27 million
COVID-19 related deaths reported globally.

•

94% of all maternal deaths occur in low and
lower middle-income countries.

•

Contaminated drinking water can transmit
diseases such as diarrhoea, cholera, dysentery,
typhoid and polio and is estimated to cause
485 000 diarrhoeal deaths each year.

Kaitiroo, 38, is a preschool teacher in Betio,
Kiribati, where she teaches children aged
one to five basic literacy, maths, hygiene,
safety and religious lessons. She is also a
proud mother of 10 children, one boy and
nine girls.
She is one of many preschool teachers
in Kiribati who have been trained on
handwashing and hygiene techniques to
help protect the country’s youngest citizens
against COVID-19 and other communicable
illnesses.

THE RIPPLES OF AUSTRALIAN AID:
Enjoying the highest attainable standard of
health is a fundamental human right. Access to
healthcare services can provide new parents
with the information and support they need to
raise healthy and thriving children. Safe drinking
water means a girl can go to school and get an
education, instead of walking hours to collect
water. A person with their sight restored can
go on to get a job and make a contribution to
their community. A patient receiving life saving
treatment from an Australian trained frontline
healthcare worker can return to caring for
their family.

Kaitiroo participated in an Australian aid
funded workshop on Water, Sanitation, and
Hygiene (WASH) in November 2021, which
ran alongside the installation of easy-to-use
handwashing stations at preschools and
maneabas (traditional community meeting
places), and she has already seen the
benefits.
“Handwashing has become the school
children’s habit, and it is good to see
their quick response whenever I sing the
handwashing song,” she says. “Whenever I
sing, they all run to the handwashing sinks to
clean their hands.”

Through Australian aid:
•

More than 2.3 million articles of personal
protective equipment (PPE) were donated in
Papua New Guinea.

•

1,309 hand washing stations were installed,
for 92,337 students in 502 schools in Papua
New Guinea.

•
Preschool teacher Kaitiroo said the
handwashing and hygiene lessons
supported her to instill important
habits in her young students.
Photo: ChildFund Kiribati

At the workshop, Kaitiroo also learnt ways
to purify drinking water, and she will share
this knowledge with her students and their
families.
As a preschool teacher, Kaitiroo said she
wanted to establish good habits in her
students while they are young, and she
believes this topic is very important for the
good health of her students.

Health information and awareness on
COVID-19 was delivered to approximately five
million households in Bangladesh.

This program was funded by the Department
of Foreign Affairs and Trade through the
Australian Humanitarian Partnership.
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Disability Inclusion

STORIES OF CHANGE:
Disability-inclusive disaster risk
reduction in the Solomon Islands

AT PRESENT:
•

•

•

THE RIPPLES OF AUSTRALIAN AID:

One in seven people globally – more than
one billion people – live with some form of
disability, and over 80 per cent live in lowand middle-income countries. In the Pacific
alone live an estimated 1.7 million people
with disabilities.

Australian aid supports people with disability
to find their own pathways to empowerment,
through education, access to health and
rehabilitation services and livelihood assistance.
It also ensures disability inclusion is included in
emergency response and recovery efforts and
in society in general, because when the human
rights of persons with disabilities are achieved,
everyone benefits from their contribution.

Children with disabilities are much less
likely to attend school than children without
disabilities. The gap in primary school
attendance rates between children with and
without disabilities ranges from 10 per cent
in India to 60 per cent in Indonesia.

When people with disability are included and
empowered to advocate for themselves in
public forums, it ensures disability inclusion is
considered and acted upon in decision making
spaces.

Excluding children with a disability from
education and employment opportunities
has high social and economic costs.

When people with disability are represented
in the media and in positions of influence and
power, it inspires young people with disabilities
to see a role and a future for themselves in
those spaces too.

“When people
understand the
perspectives
of people with
disability, they
make positive
changes.”

And when people with disability are aware of
their rights and have access to opportunities,
they play an active role in their families and
communities, breaking poverty cycles and the
stigmas around disability that hold them back.
Through Australian aid:

- Ellena, Solomon Islands

•

A state specific disability law was passed in
Eastern India’s Jharkhand state, benefiting
more than 800,000 people with disabilities.

•

12,078 people with disability (46% women)
participated in vocational training and
jobs in Eastern India and 14,513 families
impacted by disability were able to access
government pension schemes.

•

This program was funded by the Department
of Foreign Affairs and Trade through the
Australian Humanitarian Partnership’s Pacific
Disaster Ready program.

539 inclusive self-help groups were
established in Ethiopia, along with 21
organisations that represent people
with disability.

While Solomon Islands’ is known for its
natural beauty, this archipelago nation
lies within a region so volatile it’s been
dubbed the ‘Ring of Fire’, subject to
frequent earthquakes, tsunamis and
volcanic activity.
Ellena works for People With Disability
Solomon Islands (PWDSI), and has been
a right-leg amputee from birth. In her
childhood village, flooding was common,
so her family – her parents and six
siblings – would often have to move to
higher ground.
Ellena’s compromised mobility meant she
often feared for her own safety during
these already stressful events. “If I lost
my crutch, I couldn’t walk,” says Ellena.
“How would I survive that?”
Through Australian aid, local
organisations are working together
to deliver a disability-inclusive disaster
risk reduction program, educating
local communities about including the
most vulnerable in their planning for
disaster events.
“I was happy to share my views on what
is challenging for people with disabilities;
how we can improve accessibility and
help them participate in the program so
they can also share their views,” explains
Ellena. “When people understand the
perspectives of people with disability,
they make positive changes.”
She says the Pacific Disaster Ready
program not only gave her more
information on how to prepare for
disaster but inspired her to start having
different conversations; with her family,
developing their own plans for the next
cyclone season; and her community
more broadly, encouraging them to think
about building accessible evacuation
centres, seeding far-reaching change.
Ellena is helping to improve
accessibility in her village.
Photo: CBM Australia
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Food Security

Sabina and Mateus show off their harvest
following the farming and livelihoods
training they participated in. Photo: Oxfam

AT PRESENT:
•

A total of 44 million people in 38 countries are
teetering on the edge of famine.

•

Conflict is still the biggest driver of hunger,
with 60 percent of the world’s hungry living in
areas affected by war and violence.

•

Around 660 million people may still face
hunger in 2030, in part due to lasting effects
of the COVID-19 pandemic on global food
security – 30 million more people than in
a scenario in which the pandemic had not
occurred.

•

STORIES OF CHANGE:
Farming training for food security
Just two years ago, Sabina and her husband
Mateus were close to running out of food.
Despite having just harvested, they knew their
supplies were scarce and wouldn’t see them
through the year.
“When I remember the story of my life from two
years ago, it is so bad that it makes me upset and
I will start crying.” Sabina shares.
Through an Australian-aid funded program in
Timor-Leste, Sabina and Mateus joined a local
savings group and participated in farming training.

Nearly half of households in the Indo-Pacific
depend on agriculture for their income.

“We were taught more about feeding animals,
growing vegetables like corn and making terraces
in our gardens.” Since then, Sabina has seen a vast
improvement in the quantity of their produce as a
result of their new skills and gardening know-how.

THE RIPPLES OF AUSTRALIAN AID:

“We eat meals three times a day now; morning,
midday and night time. Before [the program]
when it was time to harvest our food we would
not get very much, just a little bit. After [the
program] came, when we harvested, we collected
enough food to last until the end of the year.”

Agricultural assistance is more than just seed
provisions and cash transfers. It’s a farmer being
able to feed and nourish their family. It’s a family
making a living from selling their produce, and
being able to afford to send their children to
school so that they can reach their full potential.
It’s climate resilient farming practices that lead to
long-term food security, safeguard livelihoods and
sustains families into the future.

Not only do Sabina, Mateus and their four
children now grow food to sustain themselves, the
ripple effects of their new skills and resources are
helping them to earn a living too.

Through Australian aid:
•

The Global Agricultural and Food Security
Program has assisted 153 million farmers in
some of the world’s most vulnerable countries
including Myanmar, Cambodia and TimorLeste.

•

Food security and nutrition for farmers in the
atoll states of Tuvalu and Kiribati has been
strengthened, as a result of climate adapted
farming practices.

•

“I plant and grow my vegetables and take them
to the market and sell them every week. I am
feeling happy and I am feeling strong. We have
animals now that we can sell if we need money
and we can also sell excess food from our harvest.
I used to grow onions before, but I just used to
plant them anywhere. [The program] taught me to
make rows and space them properly and so many
more onions grow now.”

Only six per cent of households in Uganda
reported having to go without adequate food
(less than two meals per day) during the lean
period in 2018, a significant improvement
from 40 per cent in 2015.

This program was funded by the Department
of Foreign Affairs and Trade through the
Australian NGO Cooperation Program (ANCP).
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With their new livelihood activities, Sabina and
Mateus they feel more confident in their ability to
support their children through school and future
study – and for Sabina, this is motivation enough,
“Life is much better now. There is more food,
more water, we have animals now. My dream is
to send my daughter to college when she finishes
senior high school.”
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The Australian Council for
International Development (ACFID)
The Australian Council for International Development (ACFID) is the peak body for
Australian non-government organisations involved in international development and
humanitarian action.
Our vision is Australia acting with compassion and fairness for a just, sustainable and
equitable world. Our purpose is to lead, unite and support international development and
humanitarian organisations to realise our vision
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